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Albany Area Schools superintendent
By Travis Okerlund

ALBANY AREA SCHOOLS’ NEW EARLY LEARNING CENTER

From the Heart
by Carol Moorman

A Peek at the Past
by Herman Lensing

Chatting with 
the Chief

by Corey Nellis,
Avon police chief

From my couch I can watch the birds at 
my feeders. This time of the year, it’s fun to 
see the woodpeckers peck away at the logs of 
seed, especially since other birds have left for 
the winter. Lately, there have been two pesky 
squirrels feasting on my seed logs hanging on 
the feeder — one red and one gray squirrel. 

No amount of me pounding on my patio 
window or opening the door to shoo them 
away deters them. In fact, the red squirrel 
stared me down recently, as if daring me to do 
something about it.

 When the squirrels do skedaddle, a short 
time later they are back again, running from the pine tree 
to the feeder. They climb up the wood stand dangling 
headfi rst as they feast on the log fi lled with seeds, chanc-
es are with more of the seeds falling to the ground than 
ending up in their mouths.

Mom used to have a fi t when squirrels — or big 
birds — would take over her feeder, kicking out the feed, 
which meant she had to refi ll the feeder sooner. Even in 
her older years she would carry the step ladder from the 
garage to the front of the house, where the feeder was, to 
fi ll it. She couldn’t wait for her children, who were daily 
visitors, to fi ll it. It’s kind of like how she couldn’t wait 
for us to shovel her driveway after it snowed. She’d put 
on her winter gear and rid the driveway of snow because, 
heaven forbid, we would drive on the driveway and pack 
the snow down beforehand. Of course, she admitted she 
liked to shovel snow, and the fresh air was always good 
for a person, she would say.

One day her neighbor called me at work and said, 
“Guess what your mom is doing? She’s on the ladder fi ll-

ing the feeder.” I told her, “Does that surprise 
you?” Mom tended to get more independent 
after Dad passed away. But then again, even 
when Dad was living Mom was the one who 
fi lled the feeders, even though Dad enjoyed 
watching the birds just as much as she did. 

Thankfully, in all of Mom’s feeder fi lling 
and snow shoveling escapades she never fell 
— and more importantly, to her, she got the 
job done, with no help needed.   

I don’t have to worry about falling off a 
ladder when I replace my feed or logs because 
there is no ladder needed since they are eye 

level. I just do it more frequently this winter, thanks to the 
squirrels. 

I suppose I should be more empathetic to the squir-
rels too, since they need to eat, but when it takes them 
just a few days to devour the seed log, I’m more apt to be 
frustrated.  

Then in my research I fi nd out Jan. 21 is National 
Squirrel Appreciation Day. I do have an appreciation for 
squirrels — in squirrel stew that Mom used to make. But 
that recipe is gone since it is in her recipe box that has yet 
to resurface after we cleaned out her house before it was 
sold, but I’m still holding out hope that it will reappear. 
Please St. Anthony, the patron saint of lost objects, help 
me fi nd it. 

I look forward to spending the long days of winter 
watching the birds — and chasing away the squirrels. 
Even though I have to admit it was kind of fun watching 
the two squirrels chase after one another a few weeks ago. 

I must be softening up, when it comes to those pesky 
squirrels. 

Putting up with 
those pesky squirrels

A century long 
call for 

green energy

Full steam ahead on 
Albany’s Early Learning Center

Minnesota has ERPO law 
for crisis intervention

In recent years, there have 
been calls for green energy. 

Some wish such advo-
cates would just go away and 
wonder how industry and 
civilization fossil fuels have 
built would have fared if those 
questions would have been 
raised 100 years ago. Believe 
it or not, the idea of forsaking 
fossil fuel energy for renew-
able energy was promoted 
over 100 years and local resi-
dents were made aware of that vision.

In the Nov. 1, 1923, Melrose Beacon, an article 
about renewable energy pretty much sounded like it 
could have been written today.

In the article, J.B.S. Haldane, a British scientist, 
stated, “The exhaustion of our coal and oil fi elds is a 
matter of centuries only.”  He then goes on to dispute 
the view that such exhaustion will lead to the “col-
lapse of industrial civilization.”

He feared a return to using water as a power 
source was not practical because of its “small quan-
tity, season fl uctuation and sporadic distribution.” He 
pointed out if it could be used it might shift “the cen-
ter of industrial gravity to the well-watered mountain-
ous tracks such as the Himalayan foot hills, British 
Columbia and Armenia.”

In his view, wind and solar power should have 
been tapped. He favored wind power, feeling it was 
inevitable people would have to use it. 

“Ultimately, we shall have to tap those intermit-
tent, but inexhaustible sources of power in the wind 
and sunlight. The problem is simply one of storing 
their energy in a form as convenient as coal or petrol. 
If a windmill could produce a hundred weight of coal 
daily, our coal mines will be shut down tomorrow.”

Haldane had no doubt such a windmill would be 
developed. He stated a “cheap, fool proof and durable 
storage battery may be invented that will enable us 
to transform the intermittent energy of the wind into 
continuous electric power.”

He had a view of a bright future with a depen-
dence on green energy, pointing out it would create 
an equalization of energy costs, saying, “It will be as 
cheap in one part of the country as another, that indus-
try will be decentralized and that no smoke or ash will 
be produced.”

Haldane was a university professor with a life-
long interest in science. His writings and lectures 
on a variety of scientifi c studies covered evolution, 
geology, insects and malaria. He moved from England 
to India to better study and learn from nature. He 
received various honors and degrees for his research. 
He became known in literary circles for writing a 
children’s book and for criticizing C.S. Lewis’ argu-
ment for the existence of God. Politically, he looked 
at various political systems, including communism 
and found problems with most of them.

He did not get a chance to see if his predictions 
on the durability of fossil fuels or rise of renewable 
energy would come true. He died in 1961 in India. 
One has to wonder, though, if those views, 100 years 
ago, were considered worth exploring or were treated 
as science fi ction.

Construction is progressing quickly 
on the site of the Albany Area Schools 
new Early Learning Center. With state 
permits in hand, crews have been busy 
working to prepare the building before 
winter’s coldest months. 

The district is still actively pro-
viding project updates through their 
dedicated website. The next steps page on the school’s 
website outlines the most recent project updates, includ-
ing progress photos, updated renderings and more. 

 It has been rewarding to see this project take shape as 
the renderings we have shared for months are now trans-
forming into reality. Classrooms and hallways are mostly 
framed and you can really start to see how the building 

will function.
Rough-ins for plumbing, me-

chanical, and electrical systems 
continue to make progress. Ongoing 
activities include installing interior 
steel, underground plumbing, roof 
curbs and wood blocking. As the 
district looks ahead, masonry wall 

installation will take place and the project will continue to 
take shape. 

The building is anticipated to open to students in the 
fall of 2024. 

If you have questions or feedback about the project, 
email me at tokerlund@district745.org or call 320-845-
5050.

The new year brought us new legisla-
tion termed Extreme Risk Protection Orders. 
Starting Jan. 1, the state of Minnesota adopted 
a law that will allow certain individuals to 
request a court order to temporarily prohibit 
another person from purchasing or possessing 
fi rearms during a time of crisis when that per-
son would be deemed to be at risk of harming 
themselves or someone else. 

This newly passed law has been titled 
Extreme Risk Protection Order. A court order 
approving ERPO directs the subject to sur-
render their fi rearms and prevents a person 
from purchasing or possessing fi rearms while 
the order is in effect. An ERPO may be issued if a person 
poses a signifi cant danger of bodily harm to others or is at 
signifi cant risk of suicide if they possess a fi rearm.   

Laws that authorize these types of orders are often re-
ferred to as red fl ag laws; however, the state of Minnesota 
did not use the terminology red fl ag laws.

When a person is in crisis and considering harming 
themselves or others, they often exhibit clear warning 
signs. Family members and law enforcement are usually 

the fi rst people to see these signs. But, in too 
many cases, they have few tools to take preven-
tative action, despite picking up on the signs. 

ERPO laws empower loved ones or law en-
forcement to intervene and temporarily prevent 
someone in crisis from accessing fi rearms. These 
laws can help de-escalate emergency situations. 
They are a proven way to intervene before an 
incident of gun violence — such as a fi rearm 
suicide or mass shooting — occurs and takes 
more lives.

There are two types of ERPOs — emergen-
cy ERPOs and long-term ERPOs. If a judicial 
offi cer grants an emergency ERPO, it goes 

into effect right away and lasts for 14 days. A long-term 
ERPO can only be granted after a court  hearing and lasts 
between six months and one year.

If you or someone else is in immediate danger, call 
911 or 988 for the suicide and crisis lifeline. If you need 
suicide or mental health crisis support, or are worried 
about someone else, please call or text 988 or visit the 
988 suicide and crisis lifeline chat to connect with a 
trained crisis specialist.

Letters to the editor accepted
Letters to the editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 

with a fi rst and last name and include an address and phone 
number. Letters must be under 350 words and be submitted 
by 5 p.m. Friday.

Letters can be emailed to offi  ce@saukherald.com or  
mailed to or dropped off  at The Star Post offi  ces: 408 E. Main 
St., Melrose, or 561 Railroad Ave., Albany. 

Stearns Electric Association 
director nominations open until Jan. 25

MELROSE — The nominations window for the 
2024 Stearns Electric Association director election 
closes at 4 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 25. Stearns Electric 
member-consumers who live in districts 4, 5 or 9 who 
wish to run for a position on the board of directors are 
encouraged to visit the cooperative’s director election 
webpage to learn more, https://www.stearnselectric.
org/about-us/board-and-bylaws/director-election/.

District 4 serves the townships Farming, Zion, 
Munson, Paynesville, Eden Lake and Luxemburg in 
Stearns County. District 5 serves the townships of Ban-
gor, Glenwood and Grove Lake in Pope County; Ray-
mond, Getty, Grove, North Fork, Lake George, Spring 
Hill, St. Martin, Crow Lake, Crow River and Lake 
Henry in Stearns County; and Roseville Township in 
Kandiyohi County. District 9 serves the townships of 
St. Joseph, Wakefi eld, Rockville and Maine Prairie in 
Stearns County.

Directors must receive electric service from Stea-
rns Electric at their primary residence in the district 
they represent. Directors cannot be an immediate 
relative to an employee, employed by an enterprise that 
directly competes with or provides substantial services 
to the cooperative or have any other confl ict of interest. 

Stearns Electric retains the services of Survey and 
Ballot Systems, an independent contractor, to conduct 
the election in conjunction with the annual meeting 

April 4.
Members who have any questions or who prefer 

paper versions of the nomination materials should 
call the cooperative at 800-962-0655 during regular 
business hours.
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